A NEW ERICA FROM THE VILLIERSDORP AREA 
By Cou. H. A. BAKER, 0.B.£., M.C. 


Erica umbrosa H. A. Baker sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoidae) Ephebus. 

Fruticulus umbrosus erectus, nonnihil viscosus, fere 50 cm. altus. 
Rami aliquantum graciles, juniores villosi, pilis paucis glanduliferis 
admixtis. Folia 4-nata angusta, 4—6 mm. longa, superiora imbricata, 
inferiora disjunctiora et divaricata, plus minusve dorso aperto marginibus 
recurvis, ciliata pilis paucis longis rigidis glanduliferis in duobus ordinibus 
dispositis, infra et in marginibus puberula. Inflorescentia terminalis um- 
bellate 2—12-flora. Pedunculi 7 mm. longi, pubigeri, pilis paucis glanduli- 
feris admixtis; bracteae 3, frondosae, inferior remota, superiores diverse 
approximatae et minores et sicut sepala ciliatae pilis rigidis glanduliferis 
et pubigerae. Sepala anguste ovata attenuata rubella tenuia, 3 mm. 
longa, nervo medio et in parte superiore marginibus recurvis. Corolla 
globosa fere 6 mm. longa, rubicunda pubescens sicca, lobis parvis erectis 
vel divaricatis, 1-2 mm. longis. Filamenta basalia, superne sigmoidea: 
antherae exsertae, subterminales oblongae scabrae, solute rubrae, 1-2 mm. 
longae, bilobatae, basi curvatae prognatae, aristis 0-5—0-7 mm. longis 
scabridis, basin versus affixis, poro fere dimidio lobi aequali. Ovarium 
globoso-obovatum, hispidulum; stylus sursum versus leviter angustans 
exsertus, stigma parvum, capitatum. 

An erect, shade-loving, somewhat sticky shrublet, about 50 cm. high. 
Branches rather slender, the younger villous, with a few gland-tipped 
hairs admixed. Leaves 4-nate, narrow, 4—6 mm. long, the upper im- 
bricate, the lower more distant and widely spreading, more or less open- 
backed with recurved margins, ciliate with a few long, stiff, gland-tipped 
hairs in two rows, puberulous beneath and on the margins. Inflorescence 
terminal, umbellately 2—12-flowered. Peduncles 7 mm. long, pubigerous, 
with a few gland-tipped hairs admixed: bracts 3, leaf-like, the lower _ 
remote, the upper variously approximate and smaller and, like the 
sepals, ciliate with gland-tipped hairs and pubigerous. Sepals narrowly 
ovate, attenuate, reddish, thin, 3 mm. long with a medial nerve and 
with recurved margins in the upper part. Corolla globose, about 6 mm. 
long, pink, pubescent, dry, the small lobes upright or slightly spreading, 
1-2 mm. long. Filaments basal, sigmoid at the top: anthers exserted, sub- 
terminal, oblong, scabrid, dark red, 1-2 mm. long, bilobed, with a curved 
prognathous base, the scabrid awns 0-5—0-7 mm. long, attached near 
the base: pore about half the length of the cell. Ovary globose-obovate 
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hispidulous; style tapering slightly upwards, exserted; stigma small, 
capitate. 

CAPE PROVINCE: Caledon Division, Elands Kloof (N.W. of Villiers- 
dorp) on the shady side near the waterfall, Oliver 1423 holotype in the 
Bolus Herbarium, Baker 1695, and Worcester Division. Goudini Sneeuw- 
kop, Esterhuizen 29070. Flowers in summer. 


Fig. | 


Fic. 1: Erica umbrosa H. A. Baker (Natural Size) Baker 1695. 
Del. H. A. Baker. 


This species was first collected by Æ. G. H. Oliver in March 1960 on 
a steep, shady, rather damp kloof-side facing south near the waterfall in 
Elands Kloof, a valley surrounded by mountains and known locally as 
the four farms valley, near Villiersdorp. It appears to be confined to 
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shady, rather damp places in this area and, where found, is fairly frequent 
but, owing to its requirement of shade, suitable areas are few and small. 
In Elands Kloof it grows in association with, inter alia, Hrica distorta 
Bartl., E. nudiflora L., E. cruenta Soland, E. coccinea L. and E. lateralis 
Willd., but all these are also growing outside the shady area. 


Fie. 2: Erica umbrosa H. A. Baker 1 flower, 2 sepal, 3 gynoecium, 
4 anther, 5 leaf, 6 and 7 bracts all x 5, 8 anther side view, 
9 anther back view x 10. Del. E. G. Oliver. 


The floral parts are somewhat variable in size according to their 
position in the umbel; the description above is of a fully developed flower. 
The corolla, whilst being truly globose at maturity, has four strong nerves 
which tend to make it look quadrangular later. Æ. umbrosa closely re- 
sembles Æ. globosa Andr. and has, therefore, been placed in the section 
Ephebus. It differs from Æ. globosa in the following respects: (a) The 
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leaves are 4-nate, (b) the anthers are subterminal and quite differently 
shaped to those in E. globosa, (c) the inflorescence is always umbellate, 
whereas, in Æ. globosa it is 3-nate and also axial. 
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